chapters devoted to diagnosis, treatment by surgery, treatment by radiotherapy and finally to treatment by other adjuvant measures.
The chapters on natural tumour pathology add nothing to extant accounts of the disease, but points of considerable importance are raised in the sections on experimental pathology. Professor Boyland contributes an interesting review of the agents at present recognized as being of etiological significance in the development of renal carcinoma in laboratory animals and man. A further section reports upon the immunological changes to be found in animals with induced renal neoplasia, and several chapters are concerned with the experimental induction of renal tumours by viruses or by the administration of cestrogens or compounds of fluorine and lead.
An extensive section examines the usefulness of urinary lactic dehydrogenase and alkaline phosphatase in the diagnosis of renal carcinoma but concludes by confirming the impression that the nonspecificity of such systems renders them of little clinical utility.
The chapter on surgical treatment offers little that is new but the section by Sir Eric Riches on the value of pre-operative irradiation gives rise to important discussion on this still unresolved question.
The chapters on radiotherapy and chemotherapeutic adjuvant therapy again reveal that these methods of treatment contribute little to the control of the primary or secondary manifestations of this disease but the use of progesterone to induce dramatic metastatic regression in a number of cases, as advocated by Bloom et-al., would appear to be a major contribution.
In summary, this book provides a comprehensive review of current thought on renal neoplasia. It would, however, have been improved by the exclusion of much repetitive material. A book for the departmental library rather than for individual purchase. Although this must be one of the best books on renal failure yet published, it suffers from two serious faults: it is absurdly expensive and the contributors do not appear to have been told for whom it was intended.
The first section, which is titled 'The Normal Kidney: Anatomy and Physiology', is clearly intended for the reader who already has a fairly detailed knowledge of these subjects. This section contains admirable reviews of the function of the juxtaglomerular apparatus and the renal regulation ofwater balance.
It is, however, more difficult to decide whether the second section, which deals with the pathophysiology of renal failure, is aimed at the expert or the novice: some of the chapters, for example that on nephron alterations in renal failure, describe important and highly specialized work, whereas others would not be out of place in a standard undergraduate textbook.
The three remaining sections of the book are devoted to the clinical aspects of chronic and acute renal failure. In these sections the chapters achieve a reasonably consistent level of approach, and they should prove particularly valuable to senior registrars and junior consultants. It is agreeable to report that the section on treatment of chronic renal failure is well balanced, for although much of this is devoted to chronic dialysis and renal homotransplantation, due weight is also given to the importance of conservative management and the detection and treatment ofreversible factors.
A R HARRISON
The Skeletal Biology ofEarlier Human Populations Symposia of the Society for the Study of Human Biology, Volume VIII edited by D R Brothwell pp viii +288 illustrated 80s $11 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1968 The aim of the symposium which provides the material for this book has been to bring together the work of a number of anthropologists using new methods and viewpoints to extract the maximum biological information from early skeletal remains. In the form of a book some cohesion is inevitably lost as review papers become confused with original work and an air of extreme caution pervades the whole. However, a serious attempt is made to face the difficulties presented by the application of a cross-sectional system of taxonomic nomenclature to an evolving species. It is shown how the concept of skeletal plasticity and the study of nonmetrical variations and more gross skeletal genetic anomalies may, with suitable safeguards, be used to compare earlier populations. The place of radiographic examination of both normal and pathological bone is assessed, including an evaluation of the use of Harris's lines in building up a picture of illness from the skeleton of a child.
The value of this book lies in the indications it gives for further research, its pleas for standardization of techniques so that time-consuming studies. may be effectively compared and combined, and its generous bibliography.
